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Christ as Represented in the Book of Genesis

When conducting an extended study of the Book of Genesis, the student living in the aftermath of Christ’s sacrifice on the cross cannot help from recognizing His presence within its pages. There are certain dangers inherent in reading Christ into the Old Testament. Dr. William Klein writes that all readers hold certain presuppositions that “greatly influence [their] understanding of the Bible” (Klein 110-111). Along with these assumptions, each reader comes to the table with a certain set of beliefs and attitudes, either cultural or doctrinal, which may affect the way they interpret certain Bible passages (Klein 113). These, presuppositions, beliefs, and attitudes must be acknowledged and set aside as best as possible before entering into a study of Genesis. As Christians living in the era after Christ’s sacrifice on the cross we will be prone to read Him into the text of Genesis even if such an interpretation causes us to miss the writer’s point entirely. At the same time, living in light of Christ’s work on the cross may help us to recognize His presence in Genesis where non-Christians may miss it. In effect, what could be a hindrance in our study may also be our biggest asset. If we are to remain honest to the text, we must be aware of these presuppositions as we begin to examine the Book of Genesis; however, as this paper will reveal, Christ is represented both generally and specifically within the pages of Genesis and is also typified within the lives and events that are depicted throughout the Old Testament book (Wilkinson 8). This paper will explore these instances of Christ within the Book of Genesis. 


Christ is foreshadowed early in the Book of Genesis by the very presence of the Garden of Eden. In this Garden, “Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed “(Genesis 2:8). Bruce Waltke writes that the Garden is a place where “God invites human beings to enjoy bliss and harmony between themselves and God” (Waltke 85). In the same way, God invites us to have relationship with Him in the presence of His Son Jesus Christ. This is a clear hint at the future work of Christ through His church. Waltke explains that just as the waters flowed from Eden to the rest of the earth, “The living water of the Spirit now pours out from the temple of believers” (Waltke 101) as expressed in 1 Corinthians 3:16, “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?” Just as God invited Adam and Eve to abide in His presence in the Garden of Eden, He now invites us to abide in Him through faith in Christ Jesus. This is only one of many illusions to Christ within the pages of Genesis. 

“Genesis moves from general to specific in its Messianic prophecies” (Krell). It is interesting to note that one of the most specific references to Christ comes immediately after Adam and Eve commit the original sin. In the fall, Christ’s work is revealed, “And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His head (Genesis 3:15 emphasis mine). Dr. Constable writes that “most interpreters have recognized this verse as the first biblical promise of the provision of salvation” and that this “is a prophecy of the victory of the ultimate "Seed" of the woman (Messiah) over Satan” (Constable 54). This verse is also the first to hint at God’s ultimate plan by referring to the promised Messiah as the “seed” of the woman. Christ’s mission is clearly pictured in this verse. He would be born of a woman yet have the ability to do what mankind (Adam and Eve) had failed to do; namely resist Satan and defeat sin. The commentary to the Quest Study Bible interprets this verse as “An early hint of God’s plan of Salvation through the cross” (Quest 7). The Apostle Paul confirms as much by writing “The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet” (Romans 16:20). 

Along with these allusions to Christ, He is also represented in the people and events throughout the Book of Genesis that serves as “types.” Wilkinson defines a type as a “historical fact that reveals a spiritual truth” (Wilkinson 8). The first example of a notable “type” within the pages of Genesis is revealed in the life of Adam. Adam serves as a type of Christ in a variety of ways. Paul writes that “Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one [Christ] to come” (Romans 5:14 emphasis mine). Paul continues this comparison in 1 Corinthians, “21For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive” (1 Corinthians 15:21-22). When Paul identifies Adam as a pattern, or type, of Christ, the reader is forced to ask in what manner Adam typified Christ. Several parallels can be identified between Adam and Christ. First, both Adam and Christ entered the world according to God’s plan as sinless men; though only one would remain so. Brent Kercheville writes that both Adam and Jesus had a tremendous impact on the way humanity related to God, “Adam’s sin affected all humanity. Adam introduced sin into the world. Adam’s action brought corruption, ruin, and death into a perfect world. Before Adam’s sin, there was no sin and no separation from God” (Kercheville). In the same manner, Christ impacted how humanity would relate to God. Through Christ, the sin that was introduced through Adam is covered and access to God is available to all who accept Him in faith. Adam introduced sin while Christ introduced Christ. Adam not only typifies Christ; he makes Him necessary. 

Another life within the pages of Genesis typifies Christ. The writer of Hebrews ties Abel to Christ, “to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24). The Bible reveals that Abel was a shepherd. In the same vein, Christ is depicted as “the Good Shepherd” (Taylor). In contrast to his brother, Abel also presented a pleasing sacrifice to God. This scenario clarified that some such sacrifices were not acceptable and that a believer must approach God on His terms. It wasn’t enough for Cain to make a sacrifice to God; he had to make one that was satisfactory. Christ represents the only truly acceptable sacrifice to God. His death on the cross is ultimately the only one that will grant believers access to God. Christ said, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). It is God who decides what sacrifices are acceptable and there is no amount of human achievement that takes that right from Him. In His wisdom, He has declared that it is only in the sacrifice of Christ that we may be washed clean. There is also a similarity between Abel and Jesus in their deaths. Abel’s death was the product of Cain’s sin. In the aftermath of God’s rejection, Cain became bitter towards God and jealous of his brother. He mulled over his emotions until they boiled over into sin. This sin culminated in the murder of Abel; in effect, Abel died as the result of Cain’s sin. In the same way, Christ died for the sins of all mankind, “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:1-12). The sacrifice offered by Abel and his eventual death clearly typify the life and work of Christ. 

Yet another Old Testament character serves as a type of Christ; Melchizedek, the King of Salem. In chapter fourteen, when Abraham returns from defeating Kerdorlaomer’s armies, King Melchizedek comes to meet him (Genesis 14:18). Little is revealed regarding the King’s background and exact identity; however, it is obvious from this passage that he was a special person. After bringing out bread and wine, Melchizedek blesses Abraham by saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And blessed be God Most High, who delivered your enemies into your hand” (Genesis 14:19-20). Abram responds to Melchizedek’s blessing by giving him a tenth of everything he had won in battle. The Quest Study Bible Commentary refers to Melchizedek as a “symbol of Christ, the eternal high priest” (Quest 1728) and the writer of Hebrews linked the two figures together by quoting Psalm 110:4 in reference to Christ, “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” (Hebrews 5:6). With this statement, the writer of Hebrews was clearly indicating that Christ was a priest in the order Melchizedek as opposed to the order of the earthly Levite priest. A careful reading of Melchizedek’s appearance in the Book of Genesis reveals many shades of Christ in his presence. First, just as Christ, Melchizedek was both King and Priest. This is a label God reserves for very few as even David’s role was restricted to that of king when God refused to allow him to build a temple.  It is worth noting that Melchizedek begins his encounter with Abraham by bringing forth bread and wine. It is impossible for a Christian to consider Melchizedek’s actions without thinking about the holy act of communion as instituted by Christ: 
26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”  27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:26-28). 

Despite his special relationship with God, Abraham seemed to recognize Melchizedek’s status as a “Christ-type” by humbling himself and presenting a tithe. Perhaps even more comparisons can be drawn between Melchizedek and Christ based on what isn’t revealed in the Biblical account. The absence of record concerning Melchizedek’s progenitors or descendents seems to indicate that he was dispatched by God to fulfill a particular mission just like Christ. With all things considered, Allen P. Ross writes, “[Melchizedek] stands as a type of Christ, uniting the offices of high priest and king in the city of ancient Salem” (Ross 300). 

These reflections of Christ within the pages of Genesis reveal in this student that the first book of the Bible has often been shortchanged and misunderstood. Far too often, Christians such as myself turn the Book of Genesis into a debate over things that God simply isn’t trying to reveal in detail. The age of the earth; is it old or new? What exact manner did God use to bring forth life? Our human nature and curiosity often causes us to ask the wrong questions. We become involved in lengthy debates over issues that distract us from God’s message. Rather than the details that we would never comprehend anyway, God is revealing within the pages of Genesis the beginning stages of His plan for our salvation. It is a plan so majestic that it opens with creation, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). With that statement, God is laying the foundation for salvation through Christ. The writers of the New Testament understood this:

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He [Christ] was with God in the beginning. Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made. In Him was life, and that life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it (John 1:1-5). 
It has always been understood in some circles that the Old Testament was somehow inferior to the New. It contained laws and ceremonies that applied to a people that little to do with the church established by Jesus Christ. An extended review of Genesis reveals how mistaken this view is. Certainly, the Book of Genesis is the foundation not only for the Old Testament, but for the New Testament as well. As clearly as any book in the New Testament, the Book of Genesis is centered on the person of Jesus Christ. The reader who recognizes this will never read the Book of Genesis in the same way again. 

This paper reveals many of the elements in the Book of Genesis that reveal Christ. The very nature of the Garden of Eden is unmistakably a reflection of the perfectly holy Son of God. Its beauty, perfection and life sustaining provisions invited mankind to abide in the same way that we are invited to abide in the presence of Christ. The Son of God sustains our life in the same way both physically and spiritually. The Book of Genesis then refers to Christ specifically after mankind’s fall into sin. When God declares that Eve’s Seed would crush Satan under His heel, He is revealing to mankind that He has everything under control. Jesus Christ is the hinge that our very existence depends upon. Without the Savior, mankind is far too sinful to exist in the presence of God. The promise of salvation in Christ that is revealed after the fall is one that extends through the New Testament and is available to all who believe today. Several lives depicted within the Book of Genesis also serve as “types” of Christ. Parallels can be drawn between our Savior and the first man; Adam. The Apostle Paul refers to Adam as “pattern of the one to come” and reveals that just as death entered the whole world through one man (Adam), salvation enters through one man (Christ). There are other lives within Genesis that typify Christ. Abel presented a pleasing sacrifice to God that foretells the ultimate sacrifice provided by Christ. When contrasted with Cain’s rejected sacrifice, the reader learns that it is God who dictates how we must approach Him. It isn’t enough to simply go through the motions and worship God as we see fit; we must humble ourselves to God and worship Him by His rules. In the same way, the New Testament reveals there is only one way for man to approach God; namely Jesus Christ. Christ is the “way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through [Him]” (John 14:6). Like Christ, Abel gives his life for the sins of another. In a fit of jealousy and bitterness, Cain murders Abel. It is these same sinful emotions that would cause mankind to murder Christ. Christ is also typified in the life of King Melchizedek. A king with no progenitors or descendants enters the scene to bless Abraham and deliver the first communion; an act that would be repeated and explained by Christ Himself during the Last Supper. Melchizedek perfectly models Christ by combining the roles of priest and king. Abraham himself, the father of Jews and Gentiles alike, recognizes Melchizedek’s significance by offering him a tithe. These arguments briefly touch upon the clear indication that Christ is the focus and subject of Scriptures from the very beginning. With these evidences in mind, the Christian reader can never again dismiss the Book of Genesis as irrelevant - as just like the New Testament, the Book of Genesis is all about Christ. 
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