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The Old Testament as a Foundation for the New Testament

When studying Old Testament, the astute scholar will soon realize that more is needed than examining each book on an island. While there are certain benefits to studying each individual text as it stands on its own, the reader will only begin to understand God’s grand scheme as he considers how the sections of the Old Testament relate to one another and fit into the bigger picture of the Bible in its entirety. For the purposes of this paper, the six major sections of the Old Testament as defined by Dr. David Lackey will be examined in regards to how each prepare the reader for the revelation found in the New Testament. In addition, specific examples of how Christ is foreshadowed in the Old Testament will be examined in detail along with the themes of transgression, redemption and consummation. This examination will begin to reveal how the Old Testament truly is the foundation for the New Testament. 

Before this study continues, there are certain dangers in applying the Old Testament to the New that should be acknowledged. Dr. William Klein writes that all readers hold certain presuppositions that “greatly influence [their] understanding of the Bible” (Klein 110-111). Along with these assumptions, each reader comes to the table with a certain set of beliefs and attitudes, either cultural or doctrinal, which may affect the way they interpret certain Bible passages (Klein 113). These, presuppositions, beliefs, and attitudes must be acknowledged and set aside as best as possible before entering into a study of the Old Testament. As Christians living in the era after Christ’s sacrifice on the cross we will be prone to read Him into the text of the Old Testament even if such an interpretation causes us to miss the writer’s point entirely. At the same time, living in light of Christ’s work on the cross may help us recognize His presence in the Old Testament where non-Christians may miss it. In effect, what could be a hindrance in our study of the Old Testament may also be our biggest asset. If we are to remain honest to the text, we must beware of these presuppositions as we begin to examine the six major sections of the Old Testament; creation, covenant, congregation, conquest, crown, and captivity (Lackey Week One).   
Summary of the Six Major Sections of the Old Testament
The opening section of the Old Testament (Genesis 1-11) concerns creation and can be further broken down into four segments; creation, the fall, the flood, and Babel (Lackey Week One). In this section God clearly lays a foundation for the New Testament by immediately establishing His sovereignty. The Bible begins with the words, “In the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). With these words God is clearly establishing Himself as the one in control of everything. Bruce Waltke writes that these words reveal God’s “immeasurable power and might, his bewildering imagination and wisdom, his immortality and transcendence” (Waltke 59). God is the Supreme Being that brought everything else into existence; if we are to relate to Him, it must be on His terms. As clear as God’s message is, creation is followed by the fall. The fall as depicted in Genesis 3-5 reveals mankind’s propensity to sin and establishes the source of our inherent resistance to God’s authority. Satan’s craftiness mixed with Adam and Eve’s innate curiosity and free-will causes sin to enter the lives of men. From the point of this original sin, in light of God’s response, the swift reader will recognize mankind’s need for salvation. This need for salvation becomes greater as the sin which entered the world through Adam and Eve manages to corrupt the entire earth. It is at this point when God reveals to the world that His judgment of sin is inevitable. In the flood, God’s displays His judgment of sin. At the same time; however, God displays His mercy by “sparing the righteous seed of the woman via Noah and his family” (Waltke 121). The “creation” section of the Old Testament closes with the Tower of Babel. Despite God’s sovereignty and judgment, mankind proves to be ever stubborn by gathering and planning to build a tower that reached into the heavens so they may “make a name for themselves” (Genesis 11:4). In response, God once again displays His sovereignty by scattering the people across the earth and confusing their language. There is much within the “creation” section of the Old Testament that lays the foundation for the New. Most noticeably, mankind’s sin and depravity in the face of a Holy and sovereign God reveal the need for salvation; even though the plan for that salvation is completely revealed in the Old Testament, the reader cannot deny there is a need. As the Apostle Paul would write in the Book of Ephesians this plan “was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets” (Ephesians 3:5). God’s plan begins to be revealed to readers in the next section; covenant. 
The “covenant” section of the Old Testament (Genesis 12-50) focuses on God’s relationship with one man in particular; Abraham. With this relationship, God begins revealing the mystery of His plan a little at a time. It is a relationship that is, in many ways, emblematic of mankind’s relationship with God. The crux of this relationship is God’s promise to make a great nation out of Abraham’s family that will bless all the peoples of the earth despite Abraham’s advanced age and his wife’s inability to have children (Genesis 12:2-3). It is Abraham’s faithful response to God’s promise that lays another layer to the foundation of the New Testament. Genesis 15:6 records that “Abraham believed the Lord, and He credited it to Him as righteousness.” Abraham’s righteousness as a result of his faith rather than works would become a pillar of the New Testament. The Apostle Paul would write that if Abraham had been justified by works, he would have had something to boast about; rather, Abraham’s righteousness was the result of his faith and as such, the same righteousness is available to all who would place their faith in God (Romans 4:1-6). Allen P. Ross writes that Abraham’s obedience was not “a simple act of faith … [but rather] the epitome of faith in the Bible (Ross 259); as such, it is a model that everyone living after Abraham should attempt to emulate There is a hint of the New Testament in God’s very promise to Abraham, “…and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you (Genesis 12:3 emphasis mine). Certainly God’s plan to bless everyone on the earth culminates in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross. 

In the “congregation” section of the Old Testament (Exodus through Deuteronomy), the Israelite nation grows in numbers and achieves its independence from Egypt. As such, God establishes the government and religion through which their relationship with Him would develop. During this time of deliverance, the Hebrew people would suffer greatly and witness many miracles. It was a time meant to build their faith and teach them to be conscious of their obedience to God during good times and bad. It was in this section of the Old Testament that God would provide His law to the Hebrew people; according to the Apostle Paul, it was this law that was meant to “lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith” (Galatians 3:24)  and would reveal mankind’s sins to them (Romans 7:7). By illuminating and revealing our sin, the law further reveals the need for a savior. Christ Himself said that He did not come to abolish the law but rather to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17-20). Certainly, the law as revealed in the “Congregation” section of the Old Testament lays a foundation for the New Testament. 

Israel’s transition from nomadic wanderers to life in Canaan signifies the beginning of the “conquest” section of the Old Testament (Joshua – 1 Samuel 8). In the opening book of this section, Joshua delivers a sermon to the Hebrew people that establishes God’s grace that is so foundational to the forgiveness found in the New Testament. Joshua reminds the Israelites that every blessing they have is a result of God’s grace; God called Abraham out of his life of idol worship from beyond the Euphrates and blessed him with many descendants (Joshua 24:2-4), God then provided Moses and Aaron to lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt (Joshua 24:5-7), God delivered the Amorites into the hands of the Israelites and blocked the curses of Balaam ordered by the king of the Moabites (Joshua 24:8-10, God then delivered into their hands the people of Canaan by sending “the hornet” before them to drive them out. God went before the Israelites to make them aware that He had provided them with a “land they did not toil,” “cities they did not build,” and “vineyards and olive groves they did not plant” (Joshua 24: 11-13). These acts can be mistaken for nothing other than completed and utter grace. Joshua then reminds the Hebrew people they must make a choice to either throw away their false gods or follow the one true God (Joshua 24:14-18): Joshua argues that because of the repeated evidences of God’s grace in the history of the Israelite nation, the Hebrew people must make a choice between the false gods they had been worshiping and the God of their forefathers. Joshua reminds the Hebrews that even if this choice is an undesirable one to them; it must still be made (Joshua 24:15). In this choice presented to the Hebrews, the modern reader can hear echoes of the choice that faces us today. Accept Christ or reject Him. This choice is one of the foundations that the New Testament is built upon. 

Immediately following the “conquest” section of the Old Testament is the “crown’ section. It is a section of the Bible that is noted by the Hebrew people’s lack of faith. God had presented the people with a powerful choice, “Remember what I’ve done and choose to follow me or your false gods” and the Israelites responded by demanding a king. Despite everything God had done for them, the Hebrews faith in Him waned as they placed it in the wealth of their government and their armies. Dr. David Lackey writes that during this period “there were failures on the national and personal levels” (Lackey week 4). While there are remarkable stories of individuals who continued to trust the Lord, ultimately it is revealed that God will hold all who reject Him accountable. As both Israel and Judah descended into sin, God was eventually forced to hold them accountable by rising up the Assyrians and Babylonians respectively. As Dr. Constable writes, “the fall of the Israelite Kingdoms teach that failure to honor the revealed will of God always brings ruin and destruction” (Constable 2 Kings 54). This concept is foundational to the New Testament when a life that honors God is one that accepts Christ as His Son. Those who fail to accept Him are destined for certain ruin and destruction. 

Finally, the Old Testament enters the “captivity” section. Despite the ruin of both Israel and Judah, God is ever faithful to His people and promises that the “Day of the Lord” will someday arrive. This promise is depicted well in the Book of Zechariah chapter fourteen where it is written, “The Lord will be King over the whole earth. On that day there will be one Lord, and His name the only name … never again will [God’s land] be destroyed. Jerusalem will be secure (Zechariah 14:9-11). In the midst of great strife and suffering there is a promise that the Messiah will someday turn Israel’s fortunes around. This is the same hope that is found in Jesus Christ. He will return and assume His throne over this world. Clearly, the hope depicted during “captivity” is manifested in Christ Jesus. 
Christ and His Work as Pictured in the Old Testament

It is interesting to note that immediately after Adam and Eve commit the original sin, Christ’s work is revealed, “And I will put enmity between you [Satan] and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush your head, and you will strike His head (Genesis 3:15 emphasis mine). Dr. Constable writes that “most interpreters have recognized this verse as the first biblical promise of the provision of salvation” and that this “is a prophecy of the victory of the ultimate "Seed of the woman (Messiah) over Satan” (Constable Genesis 54). This verse is also the first to hint at God’s ultimate plan by referring to the promised Messiah as the “seed” of the woman. Christ’s mission is clearly pictured in this verse. He would be born of a woman yet have the ability to do what mankind (Adam and Eve) had failed to do; namely resist Satan and defeat sin. 

The writer of the Book of Ruth also provides us with a beautifully written story that drives the concept of a kinsman redeemer home and prepares our heart to receive the redemption found in Christ. Under the Mosaic Law, the kinsman redeemer served many purposes within a family. Ideally, the kinsman redeemer was an influential family member whose nearest relatives could turn to for help; especially in situations when the family line or possessions were in danger (Quest 371). The Book of Leviticus depicts the kinsman redeemer as one who is responsible for buying back land that was lost to a crisis (Lev. 25:25) and family members who have sold themselves into slavery (Lev. 25: 47-49). Other Old Testament passages broaden the responsibilities of the kinsman redeemer to include avenging the death of a relative (Num. 25:19-21), providing an heir for a brother who has died (Deut. 25: 5-10), and providing support to family members in trying circumstances (Jer. 32: 6-25) (Quest 371). Specific to the situation in the Book of Ruth, the writer doesn’t reveal what Boaz’s relationship is to Naomi’s family other than her statement in the second chapter, “He has not stopped showing his kindness to the living and the dead. That man is our close relative; he is one of our kinsman redeemers” (Ruth 2:20). Because of his status as kinsman redeemer, Naomi instructs Ruth to only glean from his fields and eventually instructs her to request him as a husband. Boaz proves to be a man of virtue on both accounts. As the owner of fields, Boaz instructs his harvesters to give Ruth no problems as she gleans, allows her access to water, and even instructs his men to leave stalks behind for her to pick up (Ruth 2:15-16). Boaz also responds with dignity to Ruth’s request for marriage. In accordance with the law, he gives another member of the family who is an ever closer relative the option of serving as redeemer and only takes her as a wife when the way is clear and legal (Ruth 4:1-12). Eventually, Boaz does father a child with Ruth providing Naomi a future kinsman redeemer and heir in the line of David (Ruth 4:13-22). The Quest Bible commentary refers to Christ as the “ultimate” kinsman redeemer “who came to buy us back into God’s family” (Quest 371). Just as Boaz redeemed Naomi by providing her with an heir and ushered Ruth, a foreigner by birth, completely into the nation of Israel; Christ ushers us into God’s family and makes us joint heirs of His Kingdom (Rom. 8:17). In the Book of Ruth Boaz serves as a type of Christ due to his pure, sinless motives and willingness to attend to the needs of an outsider; his attention to Ruth is absent of any lust or ulterior motives that may tarnish his intent. The same is true of Christ who perfectly serves the role of a sinless Redeemer. Isaiah 59:20 says that “The Redeemer [Christ] will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins.”  Our sin has made us outsiders to the family of God and it is only through the willing intervention of Christ that we are ushered back into the family and redeemed. In the process, God the Father is provided with heirs according to His Law. 


Christ’s work is perhaps better depicted in the Book of Isaiah than anywhere else in the Old Testament. The language in Isaiah 42:1, “Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight” is mirrored in the New Testament, “This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:17). What follows this verse is a plethora of prophesies that point to Christ. From these prophesies we learn that Christ will bring justice to all nations, will not cry out or raise His voice, will be faithful and patient, and will not rest until He has established justice on all the earth (Isaiah 42:1-5). We learn that His mission is to save both the Gentiles and the Israelites (49:6). We even learn that Israel will hate Him and many will be appalled by His appearance (49:7, 52:14). We learn that Christ will be familiar with pain and suffering and that God will place the sins of mankind on Him (53:3, 6). We even learn that even though He will be sacrificed to save our lives, He will be raised from the dead and glorify God (53:10). The prophesies presented within the Book of Isaiah are as clearly written about Christ Jesus as is the New Testament. The commentary within the Quest Study Bible says, “Christians have always understood the servant [in Isaiah] to be Jesus Christ (Quest 1039). 
The Old Testament Themes of Transgression, Redemption and Consummation

Three ongoing themes within the Old Testament consistently tie it to the New Testament; transgression, redemption, and consummation. In fact these themes reoccur so often throughout the Old Testament that it isn’t surprising that they play a major role within the New Testament as well. Transgression is simply defined as “the breaking of God’s Law” (Green 619). The grave impact of sin in the lives of God’s people necessitates redemption. Redemption is the satisfaction of God’s wrath achieved with great cost. Finally, the theme of consummation points the student of the Old Testament to the satisfying conclusion of events in the end-times. An examination of these themes and an exploration of how they link the Old and New Testaments follow. 

The first transgression is revealed within the book of Genesis when Adam and Eve break God’s law and eat from the forbidden tree (Genesis 3). From this episode, much is learned about the nature of sin; it often appears pleasing and desirable (Gen. 3:6); however, it eventually leads to our shame (Gen. 3:8). Ultimately, sin will separate us from God (Gen 3:22-24). This first sin provides opportunity for the first act of redemption. In what is apparently the result of a sacrifice, God makes Adam and Eve “garments of skin” (Genesis 3:21). Effectively, their sins are covered; however, this doesn’t mean that they do not have to live with the ramifications of their actions as they are expelled from Eden (Genesis 3:23). 

The next example of transgression and redemption involves the Hebrews’ slavery in Egypt as depicted in the Book of Exodus. God is levying plagues and punishments on the Egyptian people as a result of their sins. While this provides an opportunity for God to display His awesome power, it also provides an example of redemption. On the eve of killing all of the Egyptian firstborn, God instructs the Israelites to slaughter a lamb and sprinkle its blood on the doorframes of their houses. This blood was to be a sign for God to Passover the Hebrew people as He levied judgment upon the Egyptians (Exodus 12:1-13). The Quest Bible commentary states that, “The Passover foreshadowed salvation through Jesus Christ, the sacrificial Lamb whose blood would be shed for the sin of all the people God planned to redeem” (Quest 95). Just as the Hebrew people were spared by the sacrifice of the lamb during Passover, Christians will be passed over when God’s convicting judgment is handed down on sinners because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. The Bible records that at midnight “the Lord struck down all of the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoners …” (Exodus 12:29); this is a sign of consummation. The Egyptians were judged just as the whole world will someday be judged. 

Another wonderful example of these themes is provided in the Book of Jonah. Jonah is dispatched by God to Nineveh to announce to them that their transgressions were about to lead to their judgment. After some resistance, Jonah finally follows God’s instructions and announces to the Ninevites that they will be overturned in forty days as a result of their transgressions (Jonah 3:4). Again, sin leads to an opportunity for redemption. The Ninevites respond appropriately to Jonah’s warnings and immediately turned from their evil ways sacrificing their food and drink (Jonah 3:6-9). This repentance was found to be temporary; however, as God’s judgment eventually consummated in the destruction of Nineveh over a century later. The lesson learned from this scenario is familiar to readers of the New Testament. Sin lead to death unless one genuinely repents and accepts God’s will for their lives. For those who fail to do so, their sin will lead to destruction. Transgressions lead to the redemption found in Christ which spares the redeemed from destruction during the end times. 
Conclusion

While the student of Scriptures must be careful not to read too many of their personal presuppositions into the Old Testament text, it is apparent from this paper that each section of the Old Testament lays a foundation for the New Testament. As revealed in “Creation,” the pervasiveness of sin leads to a universal need for forgiveness. The “Covenant” that Abraham accepted in faith led to his righteousness just as New Testament believers are saved by faith. The law revealed in the “Congregation” section of the Old Testament has been shown to be fulfilled by Christ. In parallel with the New Testament, the Old Testament sections of “Conquest” and “Crown” presented the Hebrew people with a critical choice to follow God and revealed the tragic consequences of making the wrong decision. The “Captivity” section of the Old Testament was characterized by the same promise of hope that is offered to believers in the cross. Meanwhile, Christ and His work is directly mentioned and depicted within the pages of the Old Testament while all along the reoccurring themes of transgression, redemption, and consummation point the reader in the direction of the New Testament. In light of this, it can truly be said that the Old Testament is the foundation of the New Testament. 
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